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1                Teacher News

1.1 - Green School
School with a zoo is named UK’s greenest.

The Cardinal Wiseman School is a state secondary school with a 
difference: it’s got a mini-zoo. Just recently, it won an award at the annual 
Teaching Awards for the greenest school in the country. 

Assistant head-teacher Sean O’Donovan is behind the scheme. He 
trained as a rural studies teacher 
and launched the school farm 14 
years ago. 

At that time, it consisted of a few 
rabbits and chickens. Now, it’s got 
Shetland ponies, chinchillas, pigs 
and even boa constrictors. The 
snakes came from HM Customs 
and Excise. 

They put the school on its list as 
a possible sanctuary for animals 
that have been smuggled into the country and need a home. The school 
was actually offered 60 boa constrictors, but the school politely turned 
them down.

 Animal care is now a key part of the school’s curriculum. Many pupils 
say they want to go into animal welfare when they leave. Some look after 
animals in the holidays and at weekends while continuing with their 
studies. The school has even become a regional centre for students who 
want to study for a new science GCSE in land and the environment. 

The school also has a garden where pupils grow strawberries, 
rhubarb, plums, cherries, sweet corn, potatoes and many other 
vegetables. Lucky pupils!
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1.2 - Great Teachers
A survey on the best teachers.

What makes a great teacher? We 
asked a few practising teachers to 
tell us about their most memorable 
teachers. Here are some of their 
comments.

“I remember a great primary school teacher I 
had. She was firm but fair, and determined to push us 

to do things to the best of our ability. Above all, she taught 
us that it’s not about peer approval – the best thing is to 
make yourself proud of what you can achieve.”

Joyce Livingstone

“I found my English Literature teacher really inspiring. 
She had this incredible passion for poetry that really rubbed off 

on us. She would stand at the front reading out from poetry books 
– I’ll never forget that. She was also really witty, intelligent and 
enthusiastic about English Literature. I think we all respected her for 
her energy and passion.”

Frank Mason

“My favourite teacher was my chemistry teacher. He 
used to stay behind after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

and gave extra classes to anyone who needed help. If it hadn’t been 
for him, I wouldn’t have passed O-level Chemistry. He was quite 
strict, but he also loved his subject, and he had a great sense of hu-
mour and a willingness to listen and to help.”

Anna Sawyer 
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2 Teacher Share Time
Teaching ideas for you to try in class.

2.1 - Web Quests
This is a great way to get your students to 
read English on the internet. 

Choose a singer, actor or actress that you 
know your students like or are familiar with. 
Then, find a website about that famous 
person – you could use IMDB for films and 
actors, for example. 

Next, write out 6 to 10 questions that students can find the answers to on 
the website. Print off the questions or write them on the board and have a 
competition. 

The first person/team to the find the answers to the questions, gets a 
prize.

2.2 - Guess the Website

Find some names of websites that you think your students will find inter-
esting. First, dictate the website addresses. 

You may want to pre-teach internet-related vocabulary such as 
“www” or “.” (dot). Then, elicit the answers and write the names of the 
websites on the board. 

Next, ask your students what they 
think each website is about: What 
will it have on it? What informa-
tion will they be able to find there? 
What will they be able to learn from 
it?
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2.3 - Paragraph Guessing

If you’re doing a Reading activity, before 
looking at the text (but after any pre-reading 
activities), dictate the first sentence of each 
paragraph to your students. After each sen-
tence, tell your students to guess what the 
paragraph will be about. This activity will get 
your students thinking about the article and 
using their predicting skills before actually 
reading or listening to it.

2.4 - Post-It Race

For this activity, you will need some Post-it notes. 

First create an answer grid. For example, if you are going to have ten 
words, you need to write out the numbers from 1 to 10 and then put let-
ters from “a-j” in random order next to them. In the end, your answer grid 
will look something like this (with different number-letter combinations, of 
course): 1e  2j   3f  4a  5b  6g  7d   8h  9i 10c.

Now, write the numbers 1 to 10 
on ten different Post-it notes. 

Then, on each Post-it note 
write a word that your students 
have learnt recently and you 
want to revise. 

Then, while referring to Post-it 
note number one, take another 
Post-it note and write the corresponding letter on it (“e” in this example), 
plus a definition or translation of the word (you could also write syn-
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onyms, antonyms or anything else for the matching activity). 

Next, stick all the Post-it notes in random order on walls around the class. 

Once your students have arrived, tell them to go around the room matching 
the numbered Post-it notes to the ones with letters on them. 

Your students should make a note of the numbers and their matching let-
ters. After they’ve finished, 
check the answers and the 
student with the most correct 
answers is the winner. 

As an alternative activity, you 
could ask your students to 
draw pictures of the objects 
/ words in a previous lesson. 
Then, in a future lesson, you 
could use these pictures for 
the matching exercise.
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3                Teacher Quiz
Welcome to another round of our section “Teacher Quiz”. Test yourself on 
a range of interesting and useful topics related to the English language, 
British culture and English-speaking countries. This month: 
English Literature. How much do you know?

English Literature

 1. Complete the famous quote 
from the book Oliver Twist, by 
Charles Dickens, “Please sir,…  

 a. … I want some more.” 
 b. …will you help me?”

2. The book Beowulf was written by… 

 a. Aldous Huxley   b. Anonymous

3. One of Jane Austen’s most famous books is…
 
 a. Pride and Prejudice  b. Lady Susan

4. Who wrote the book 1984? 

 a. George Orwell   b. Rudyard Kipling 

5. Sherlock Holmes’s address is… 

 a. 221B Baker Street  b. 339A Willow Street 
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6. Mary W Shelley published the book Frankenstein when she
    was only ... years old.
 
 a. 20     b. 30

7. The real name of the author of the Alice in Wonderland books
    is… 

 a. Lewis Carroll   b. Charles Dodgson  

8. One of the main characters in the book Brave New World by
    Aldous Huxley is… 

 a. Nicholas Nickleby  b. Bernard Marx

9. Black Beauty, by Anna Sewell, was written in the…

 a. 20th Century   b. 19th Century

10. Finish the Shakespeare quote, “To be, or not to be: 

 a. …that is the statement.” b. …that is the question.” 

11. The above quote is from William Shakespeare’s play… 

 a. Hamlet     b. Much Ado About Nothing

12. The main character in J.R.R. Tolkien’s Lord of the Rings books
      is…
 
 a. Bilbo Baggins   b. Frodo Baggins
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4                Pre-primary
4.1 - Matching
 Match the words to the pictures.

4.2 - Listen & Sing
 Listen to the song and sing it.

GrassA squirrelA treeA bird

Birds! Trees! 
Squirrels! Grass!

Birds! Trees! 
Squirrels! Grass!

I am in the park.
I am in the park.

Birds! Trees! 
Squirrels! Grass!

Birds! Trees! 
Squirrels! Grass!

I am in the park. 
I am in the park. 
I am in the park. 
I am in the park.

The Park
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4.3 - Draw
 Draw a picture of the park.
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5 Primary Level 1

5.1 - Pre-Listening
 Match the rooms to the pictures.

BathroomBedroom Kitchen Living Room

5.2 - Listening
 Listen once. Put the pictures in the correct order. 
 Write a number next to each picture.

Freddy the Piggy
Freddy the Piggy gets ready for school.

Illustrations by Javier Vazquez

School Time

A

B C

D
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6.1 - Pre-Listening
 Match the words to the pictures.

6.2 - Listening
 Listen once. Put the pictures in the correct order. 
 Write a number next to each picture.

Patty the Pirate
The adventures of Patty.

6 Primary Level 2

A Ship An IslandA BirdA Rock

Illustrations by Javier Vazquez

The Board Game

A

B C

D
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7 Primary Level 3

7.2 - Pre-Listening 2
 Look at the statements. Choose the correct answer.

7.3 - Listening
 Listen to check your answers. 
 How many did you get right?

Vancouver
A great city in Canada.

7.1 - Pre-Listening 1
 Look at the map of the North America. Where is Vancouver?

Vancouver Quiz
1. The city of Vancouver is in __________. 

2. Vancouver is on the __________ coast. 

3. There __________ beaches in Vancouver City.

4. The Winter Olympics were in Vancouver in February ______.

    

A. Canada   B. the USA

A. Pacific   B. Atlantic

A. are some  B. aren’t any

A. 2010   B. 2009
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5. Vancouver is very near the American city of __________.

    

6. Stanley Park (in Vancouver) is one of the biggest parks in ...   

   
7. You ______ skate around Stanley Park. 

    

8. You ______ go skiing in the mountains near Vancouver.  

9. The North Shore Mountains are just ________ from Vancouver.  

  
10. In the summer, you can walk or mountain-bike in the mountains.
      There __________ bears up there. 

11. The Capilano Suspension Bridge goes over the Capilano River. 
      It is ______ metres high and 137 metres long.

  
12. The bridge was built in ______. 

    
13. Vancouver City has a population of about __________.
      It is Canada’s 3rd largest city after Toronto and Montreal. 
      

A. Dallas   B. Seattle

A. North America B. the world

A. can   B. can’t

A. can   B. can’t

A. 2 hours   B. 20 minutes

A. aren’t any  B. are some

A. 50   B. 70

A. 1989   B. 1889

A. 55,000   B. 550,000
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8 ESO 1

8.1 - Pre-Listening
 Match the words to the pictures.

Edible Plates
Incredible plates and cutlery that you can eat!

TraySpoonFork Glass

Plate KnifeCup Bowl
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8.2  - Listening 1
 What do you think “edible plates” are? Are they a good idea? Why?  
 Think. Then, listen once to check your ideas.

1. She went to a party a couple of weeks ago.  True / False 

2. You can eat edible plates.     True / False 

3. Edible plates are good for the environment.  True / False 

4. A French chef invented the edible plates.  True / False 

5. He was working in a school in Germany.  True / False 

6. The plates cost a lot of money to make.  True / False

7. The Edible Plate Company makes plates, 
    bowls, trays and cups.     True / False

8. These plates will reduce the amount of 
    plastic we create.      True / False

8.3  - Listening 2
 True or false? Choose the correct answer. 
 Then, listen again to check your answers.
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ESO 29

DuchessCheshire CatWhite Rabbit

Red QueenAlice Mad Hatter

9.1 - Pre-Listening
 Match the Alice in Wonderland characters to the pictures.

Alice in Wonderland
One of the world’s most famous children’s books.
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9.2 - Listening 1
 Read the sentences. Choose the correct 
 word to complete each sentence. 
 Then, listen to check your answers.

Quiz Questions
1. Alice in Wonderland was written more than ________ years ago.  

2. There’s a new film version called Alice in Wonderland (2010). It’s 
    directed by _______________. 

3. The film combines live action and animation. Mia Wasikowska plays the
    role of ______________.  

4. The film stars Johnny Depp as the Mad Hatter. Helena Bonham-Carter
    plays _______________.  

   
5. In the story, Alice sees a White Rabbit. He’s wearing a coat and carrying
    a ____________. Alice follows the rabbit down a hole and enters a world
    of fantasy.

   
6. Alice is the main character in the book. The ___________, Lewis Carroll,
    described her as extremely “curious”.

7. The Queen of Hearts is made of card. Her most famous line is,“Off with
    her head!”, One of her hobbies is an unusual game of croquet, the
    __________ are hedgehogs and the mallets are flamingos.

8. The Cheshire Cat first appears in the kitchen with the Duchess, the
    Cook and the ____________. It has an unusual smile. As Alice says,
    “Well! I’ve often seen a cat without a grin; but a grin without a cat! 
    It’s the most curious thing I ever saw in all my life!”.

A. Alice B. The Red Queen

A. The Red Queen B. Alice 

A. Bag B. Watch 

A. Director  B. Author

A. Balls  B. Bats

A. Queen  B. Baby

A. a hundred B. two hundred

A. Steven Spielberg B. Tim Burton
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9. The Cook serves in the Duchess’s ____________. She throws
      things at the Duchess and cooks with a lot of pepper.

10. The Duchess appears in the kitchen. She’s holding the Baby. Later,
      the Baby becomes a ____________. The Duchess shakes the baby
      and throws it up into the air. Eventually, she throws it at Alice.

11. The Mad Hatter is one of the characters at the Mad Tea Party. This 
      is an endless tea time party where time never progresses and the 
      tea never ends. The Mad Hatter wears a ___________.

12. Lewis Carroll wrote the Alice in Wonderland books. But that wasn’t
      the author’s real name – it was ____________ Dodgson.

13. Charles Dodgson was born in ____________. He was a maths
      teacher at Oxford University.

14. The main character in the books, Alice, was based on a real girl, 
      Alice Pleasance Liddell. She was the daughter of a professor at 
      Oxford University, where Dodgson worked. 
      On 4th July 1862, Dodgson took Alice (aged 10) and her two sisters
      on a boat trip on the ____________. During the journey, he told 
      them a story. Later, the story became Alice in Wonderland. 

A. Flat Cap B. Top Hat

A. Nigel  B. Charles

A. 1832  B. 1734

A. Seine  B. River Thames

A. Pig  B. Horse

A. Kitchen  B. Dining Room
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10 ESO 3

10.1 - Pre-Listening
 Match the words to the pictures. 

YouTube Videos
Some truly fascinating videos on YouTube.

 A washing machine A pencil sharpenerA cow Paint

Grass A dishwasherA car journeyA model plane
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10.3 - Listening 2
 Complete the text with the words from below. 
 Then, listen again to check your answers.

 A washing machine A pencil sharpenerA cow Paint

Grass A dishwasherA car journeyA model plane

Have you watched anything on YouTube recently? Was it interesting? 
Or funny? 

Just recently, YouTube users were asked to vote on the website’s 
most boring videos. Here are a few of the results.

10.2 - Listening 1
 You are going to listen to an article about some YouTube videos. 
 The objects from the Pre-listening activity appear in the videos.
 
 What do you think the videos are about? 
 Think. Then, listen once to check your ideas.
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A.- Are you interested in nature? If you are, you might like to see the 25
      second video of a black and white ____________ chewing some grass.
      Wonderful!

B.- Do you like travelling by car? If so, you might enjoy the computer 
      simulation of a _______________________ from Wickford to 
      Southminster on a snowy day in December. Sit down, make yourself
      comfortable and watch 45 minutes of trees flashing past. Fascinating!

C.- Does making a model of a plane sound like an interesting topic for a
      video? Someone seems to think so. You can watch as the ________
      _________ is carefully constructed in painstaking detail.

D.- Have you heard the English expression, “It’s like watching paint dry”?
      It’s used to describe something that’s really, really boring. But has 
      anyone ever really watched _______________ dry? Guess what? 
      Now you can.

E.- But if the paint drying was too exciting for you, here’s something else:
      nine minutes and 53 seconds of what is apparently ________ growing.
      Pay careful attention or you might miss the action.

F.-  Are you good with technology? Do you know how to use a ________
      ____________? Don’t worry. You can watch a detailed demonstration
      on how to load a dishwasher. Incredible!

G.- And if that wasn’t enough for you, how about some instructions on how
      to use a ___________________? Watch as it goes round and round
      and round and round for nearly six minutes. Amazing!

H.- Do you know how to sharpen a pencil? Are you sure? Just in case
      you’ve forgotten, there’s a video to remind you. Observe carefully 
      as the pencil is placed in the __________________________. And 
      then watch as it’s slowly turned around until it’s nice and sharp. Ah!
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11 Bachillerato

11.1 - Pre-Listening
 Look at the list of places below. 
What customs are associated with each 
place? What are the “rules” of politeness 
and etiquette? Make 5 sentences. 
Use the “Useful Language” below.
 For example: 
 It is customary to leave a tip for the waiter or waitress in a restaurant.

Manners, Please
A look at politeness across the globe.

In a restaurant

At the dinner table

In the street

In a shop

On a train

In a café

On a bus

At school 

At a ski resort 

In a park

Useful LanguageIt is / isn’t good manners to…
It is / isn’t customary to… 
It is / isn’t impolite to… It is / isn’t rude to… 

Most people... / No one ever...
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11.2 - Listening 1
 Listen to the conversation once 
 and compare your ideas from the 
 Pre-listening activity.

1. You’re generally supposed to leave a tip 
    in a restaurant in Europe.     True / False 

2. The Japanese often leave very big tips.  True / False 

3. In the US, it’s rude to leave less than 
    a 15% tip in restaurants.     True / False 

4. It’s OK to blow your nose in front of 
    other people in Japan.     True / False 

5. People in Norway often take their shoes 
    off when visiting friends at their homes.  True / False 

6. A firm handshake is considered aggressive
    all over the world.      True / False

7. The Japanese don’t generally maintain 
    eye-contact during conversations.   True / False

8. Nodding your head can mean both “yes” 
    and “no” in different parts of the world.  True / False

9. In Thailand it’s OK to touch someone’s head. True / False
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