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1                Teacher News

1.1 - Most popular subjects at school

There have been some surprising results from a recent survey. The poll 
from the UK was on children’s favourite subjects at school. Surprisingly, 
Science came out on top. 

According to the Press Association, about two-thirds of the respondents 
said they “liked” science, while only 2.5 per cent see it as “uncool”. Other 
interesting comments included ones 
by children who said they wanted 
lessons to be more relevant to real 
life, and that they wanted more 
opportunities to do experiments. 

The poll found that 15 per cent 
of five to 18 year olds chose sci-
ence as the best subject to learn 
about in school, beating both PE 
and English to the post at 14 per 
cent and 13 per cent respectively. 
The survey was conducted by the 
Royal Institution* and L’Oreal. 

Also on the topic of science, the Dundee Science Festival has just taken 
place. Primary schoolchildren enjoyed the free event, which is held in 
Dundee, Scotland every year. For the first time ever, this year’s Dundee 
Science Festival programme incorporated a free weekend community fun 
day along with the annual schools programme. 

The community fun day included the creepy-crawlie loving Mr Bug and 
Dr Woody from the Forestry Commission, together with the Cosmic 
Dome (a mobile planetarium) and activities on the science of the circus, 
kitchen chemistry, pollution and laser technology. 
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More than 3,000 pupils took part in the events across 24 city primary 
schools. There were also science magic shows, healthy heart activi-
ties, wax workshops and animal handling sessions, plus, interactive 
school-based workshops, demonstrations and presentations.

“The whole programme is designed to stimulate pupils’ interest in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics. It’s crucial that 
science is delivered in a fun way to engage young minds and spark an 
interest in future careers,” said a spokesperson for the organisation.

1.2 - The Royal Institution

The Royal Institution (RI) is an independent charity dedicated to 
scientific education and research that was founded in 1799. The RI is 
located in central London. Their Christmas Lectures are the biggest 
event of the year. Every Christmas, there is a demonstration-packed, 
fun-filled science event for young people. The Christmas Lectures 
were started in 1825 by Michael Faraday and have continued since.

For more information on the RI and for videos on some of the 
Christmas Lectures, visit: 

www.rigb.org
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2 Teacher Share Time
Teaching ideas for you to try in class.

2.1 - Treasure Chest
Ask your students to think of five symbolic modern-
day items that they would bury in a treasure chest 
or time-capsule. Explain that the chest will be 
opened in 1,000 years time by our successors. 
They compare their choices with their partners and 
justify their ideas.

2.2 - Winter Olympics

Play “Pictionary” with Winter Olympic sports. First, brainstorm the names 
of some Winter Olympic sports, for example: 
snowboarding, skiing, skating, tobogganing, 
etc. “Pictionary” is very straightforward. There 
are two teams. Choose a volunteer and give 
this person a board pen. This person is the 
artist. Flash a word to the artist, for example, 
“snowboarding”. Then, the artist draws (on the 
board) a picture to represent this. 
The first person to shout out the correct Olym-
pic sport gets a point for his/her team.

2.3 - Name That Place

Think of a public place and envisage yourself there, for 
example, a library. Students have to ask questions to 
find out where you are. They could ask, “Are you out-
side?” or “Is it busy?” or “Can you buy anything where 
you are?” Demonstrate it with a volunteer. 
Students can then think of another place and repeat 
the activity in small groups.



9

TIMES
Nº 4 • Febrero 2010

RICHMOND
2.4 - The Party

Tell students they have to prepare a party for their classmates. They can 
work in small groups and think about everything they need to do in order 

to prepare for the party. Provide prompts, for 
example: food, music, drinks, start time, party 
games, decoration, etc. Students then present 
their ideas to the rest of the class. 
Finish with a vote for the best party idea.

2.5 - The Party Guest
Tell students they have to prepare a party for their classmates. They can 
work in small groups and think about ev-
erything they need to do in order to pre-
pare for the party. Provide prompts, for 
example: food, music, drinks, start time, 
party games, decoration, etc. Students 
then present their ideas to the rest of the 
class. 
Finish with a vote for the best party idea.
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3                Teacher Quiz

Welcome to another round of our section “Teacher Quiz”. Test yourself on 
a range of interesting and useful topics related to the English language, 
British culture and English-speaking countries. This month: 
The Victorians. How much do you know?

The Victorians

1. When was the Victorian period?  

 a. 1801-1901 b. 1837-1901

2. How many household servants do you 
think were recorded in the 1891 census? 

 a. 2 million  b. 30,000

3. What did “nannies” do for rich 
parents? They looked after the parents’... 

 a. children  b. horses

4. Which part of a lady’s body was it considered taboo to show? 

 a. her ankles  b. her neck 

5. Who was the author of the famous Victorian book Treasure 
Island? 

 a. Alexander Graham Bell b. Robert Louis Stevenson? 

6. Which famous Victorian invented the telephone? 

 a. David Livingstone  b. Alexander Graham Bell 
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7. Which Victorian nurse was famous for having improved 
conditions for soldiers during the Crimean War? 

 a. Florence Nightingale  b. Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

8. Which famous Victorian explorer travelled through much of 
central Africa and wrote a story of his three-year journey? 

 a. David Livingstone   b. Alexander Graham Bell

9.Complete the famous Victorian saying. “Do not kill the goose 
that...

 a. ...provides the daily foie gras.” b. ...lays the golden egg.”

10. Complete the famous Victorian saying. “The devil makes 
work... 

 a. ...for idle hands.”   b. ...for evil men.” 

11. Complete the famous Victorian saying. “Children should be 
seen... 

 a. ...and never helped.”  b. ...and not heard.”

12. Complete the famous Victorian saying. “Speak when you are...

 a. ...requested to do so.”   b. ...spoken to and not before.”
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4                Pre-primary Level 1
4.1 - Matching
 Match the verbs to the pictures.

4.2 - Listen & Think
 Listen once. Which verbs can you hear?

4.3 - Listen & Sing
 Listen to the song and sing it.

JUMPSITRUNWALK

Dan, Dan, Hello, Dan, 
Walk! Walk! Walk! 
Walk! Walk! Walk! 

Sam, Sam, Hello, Sam, 
Run! Run! Run! 
Run! Run! Run! 

Jan, Jan, Hello, Jan, 
Jump! Jump! Jump! 
Jump! Jump! Jump! 

Move with Me!
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5                Pre-primary Level 2

Dan, Dan, Hello, Dan, Sam, Sam, Hello, Sam, Jan, Jan, Hello, Jan,

5.1 - Matching
 Match the verbs to the pictures.

5.2 - Listen & Think
 Listen once. Which verbs can you hear?

5.3 - Listen & Sing
 Listen to the song and sing it.

JUMPSITRUNWALK

Move with Me!
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6 Primary Level 1

6.1 - Pre-Listening
 Match the words to the pictures.

JUMPERUMBRELLA JACKET T-SHIRT

6.2 - Listening 1
 Listen. Then, put the pictures in the correct order.

Freddy the Piggy
Freddy the Piggy goes out to play.

Illustrations by Javier Vazquez
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6.3 - Listening 2
 Match the weather to the clothing. Then, listen again to check.

Rain

Snow

Cold

Hot

T-shirt

Umbrella

Jumper

Jacket
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7.1 - Pre-Listening
 Match the words to the pictures.

7.2 - Listening 1
 Look at the pictures. What do you think the story is about? 
 Think. Then, listen to check.

Patty the Pirate
The adventures of Patty.

7 Primary Level 2

A Sandwich An OctopusKetchupA Shark

Illustrations by Javier Vazquez
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A. Suddenly, a big octopus appears. He looks at the sandwich. “Mmm...” 
he says. 
He takes the sandwich and eats it.

B. Patty comes back. “Where’s my sandwich?” she says. 
The sandwich isn’t there. Who’s got it? 
Patty makes another sandwich... without ketchup.

C. Patty wants some ketchup. 
She goes down to the kitchen to find some.

D. It’s sunny. Patty the pirate makes a sandwich. 
She puts it on a plate. 
Oh, no, where’s the ketchup?

7.3 - Listening 2
 Match the pictures to the text. Then, listen again to check.

Illustrations by Javier Vazquez
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8 Primary Level 3
8.1 - Pre-Listening 1
 What’s your favourite vegetable? What’s your favourite fruit?

8.2 - Pre-Listening 2
 Match the names to the pictures.

EGGS

A CHEF

TOAST

BACON

ICE CREAMA BANANA

A PORK CHOP

A KNIFE, FORK 
AND SPOON
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8.3 - Listening
 Read the quiz questions and choose the best answers. 
 Then, listen to check your answers.

Quiz Questions
1. What’s another name for cooked bread? 
  a. Burnt bread   b. Toast

2. What’s the name of the animal that a “pork chop” comes from? 
  a. A sheep    b. A pig

3. What’s the name of the food with two pieces of bread and 
something in the middle?
  a. A sandwich   b. A bread bed

4. Which one is a yellow fruit? 
  a. A kiwi    b. A banana 

5. What’s the name of the shop where you sit and eat food?
  a. A waiting room   b. A restaurant 

6. Who is the person who cooks the food in a restaurant?
  a. A cooker    b. A chef

7. Who is the person who brings the food to your table in a res-
taurant? 
  a. A waiter/waitress  b. A chef

8. Complete the vocabulary set: knife, fork and...
  a. Saucer    b. Spoon

9. Name a very cold food that is delicious and sweet
  a. A salad    b. Ice cream

10. Some people eat this with eggs in the morning. 
  a. Peaches    b. Bacon 
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9 ESO 1
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
The author of the books starring the world’s most famous detective, 
Sherlock Holmes.

Just recently, it was the 150th anniversary of the birth of Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, the man who introduced the world to detective Sherlock 
Holmes. 

Arthur Conan Doyle was born on 22nd May 1859 in Edinburgh, Scot-
land.As a child, Arthur told many stories to his classmates.

After school, he went to medical school. When he finished, Arthur 
worked as a surgeon on a boat that went to the Arctic Circle. Arthur 
wrote a story based on this, Captain of the Pole-Star.

In 1888, Arthur published his first novel featuring Detective Holmes 
and Dr Watson called A Study in Scarlet.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle wrote many Sherlock Holmes books, including 
The Sign of Four (1890), The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1892) 
and The Hound of the Baskervilles (1902).

He died on 7th July 1930 in 
England.

There have been more than 200 
films with Sherlock Holmes. The 
first film was called Silence is 
Golden (1916). It starred Wil-
liam Gillette as Holmes.More 
than 70 actors have played 
Sherlock Holmes.



23

TIMES
Nº 4 • Febrero 2010

RICHMOND

J.K. Rowling
Harry Potter

A.A. Milne
The House at Pooh Corner

L. Frank Baum and W.W. Denslow
The Wizard of Oz

 J.M. Barrie
Peter Pan

Lewis Carroll
Alice

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
The Sign of Four

Dr. Seuss
How the Grinch Stole Christmas

9.1 - Pre-Listening
 Match the book characters to the authors and books.

Basil Rathbone starred as Holmes in many films. Nigel Bruce was 
Watson in these films. In 1939, they starred in the film The Hound of 
the Baskervilles. Rathbone and Bruce made 13 more films together.

The latest Holmes film is Sherlock Holmes. It stars Robert Downey Jr 
as Sherlock Holmes and Jude Law as Dr Watson.
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9.2  - Listening 1
 What do you know about the author of the Sherlock Holmes books  
 (Sir Arthur Conan Doyle)? What kind of person do you think he   
 was? Think. Then, listen once to check your ideas.

9.3  - Listening 2
 Choose the correct answers. Then, listen again to check.

1. Arthur Conan Doyle was born in: 
     a.- April  b.- May 

2. He became a:     
     a.- Doctor  b.- Teacher 

3. He worked as a:    
     a.- Dentist  b.- Surgeon 

4. He wrote his first novel with Sherlock Holmes in:   

     a.- 1886  b.- 1888 

5. He died in:     
     a.- 1920  b.- 1930 

6. More than ____ actors have played Sherlock Holmes 
in films.  
     a.- 70   b.- 100
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ESO 210

A ratAn insectA sheetA cow A netSoup

10.1 - Pre-Reading
 Match the words to the pictures.
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Ig Nobels 

The name of the competition 

(The Ig Nobels) forms an expression 

that sounds like the English word 

“ignoble”, which is basically the opposite 

of “noble” (a “noble person” has excel-

lent qualities of character, including 

honesty, generosity and self lessness).

Ig Nobels
Awards for unusual scientific research.

The Ig Nobels are awards for unusual scientific research. The ceremo-
ny takes place in Harvard University, in the USA. Here are some of the 
previous winners. 

Catherine Douglas and Peter Rowlinson of Newcastle University won 
the veterinary medicine prize. They did some research on cows. They 
found that giving cows names such as Daisy increases the amount of 
milk they produce. 

A US-Chile team won the Physics prize. They investigated problems 
with sheets. They wanted to find out how sheets become wrinkled. 

Dr Johanna van Bronswijk won the Biology prize. She did a study on 
the insects that live in our beds. 

A University of Barcelona team won the Linguistics prize. They did 
some research with rats. As part of an experiment, a person spoke 
Japanese backwards and another person spoke Dutch backwards. 
The results showed that rats can’t tell the difference. 
Glenda Browne won the prize for Literature. Her study was on the 
word “the”. This word can cause problems when people want to put 
things into alphabetical order. Her study looked at that. 

Brian Wansink won the prize for Nutrition. 
He studied the limits of the human 
appetite. As part of his experiment, he 
gave volunteers a never-ending supply of 
soup. 

And finally, Kuo Cheng won the prize for 
Economics. He created a device for 
catching bank robbers. It consists of a net 
that falls over bank robbers when they try to 
rob a bank. Very clever!



27

TIMES
Nº 4 • Febrero 2010

RICHMOND

Physics      Biology      Linguistics      Literature

Nutrition      Economics      Veterinary medicine

10.4 - Language
 Look at subject words. What job can you get if you study these   
 things? 
 Which one/s would you like to study?

1.- What are the Ig Nobels for?

 
2.- Where does the ceremony take place?

 
3.- Who won the Physics prize?

 
4.- What did Dr Johanna van Bronswijk do a study on?

 
5.- Which languages did the rats listen to?

6.- What food did Brian Wansink give his volunteers?

10.2 - Reading 1
 What research could scientists do with the things from the 
 Pre-reading activity? 
 Think. Then read the article to check your ideas.

10.3 - Reading 2
 Read the article again and answer the questions.
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11 ESO 3
11.1 - Pre-Reading 1
 Find the countries on the map. What do you know about these   
 countries?

 The United States    Brazil
 Spain      Italy     
 China      The UK
 The United Arab Emirates   Iceland
 Russia      Turkey    
 Egypt      France
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11.2 - Pre-Reading 2
 Read the quiz questions below and try to answer them.

1. Which country drinks the most tea? 
    
  a.- the UK     b.- India
  c.- China     d.- Ireland 

2. Which country drinks the most coffee?
    
  a.- Spain     b.- the USA
  c.- Sweden     d.- Brazil 

3. Which country has the most computers per person?
  
  a.- the USA     b.- Canada
  c.- Italy     d.- Japan
 
4. Which country has the most mobile phones per person?
  
  a.- United Arab Emirates  b.- the USA
  c.- Japan     d.- Spain

5. Which country sells the most newspapers per person?
    
  a.- the UK     b.- Iceland
  c.- Russia     d.- New Zealand 

6. Which country spends the most time eating and drinking 
every day?
  a.- Turkey     b.- Spain
  c.- Thailand    d.- France

7. Which country has the greatest number of tourists a year?
    
  a.- the UK     b.- Egypt
  c.- Greece     d.- France
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11.3 - Reading
 Read the article to check your answers from the Pre-reading 
 activity.

World Facts 
Tea, coffee, computers, mobiles... Who leads the world?

How much do you know about the world? Read on and find out lots of 
interesting things. 

Everyone knows that the British love tea. They drink it for breakfast, at 
11.00 am, and, of course, at teatime. But who drinks the most tea? Ac-
tually, the British are the world’s sixth biggest consumers of tea, drink-
ing 131,000 tonnes a year. China drinks the most, at 828,000 tonnes, 
and, of course, produces the most – 1,166,000 tonnes per year. 

So what about coffee? The coffee in Spanish and Italians bars is fa-
mous all over the world but The United States drinks the most, con-
suming 1,262,000 tonnes of coffee beans annually. Brazil is the big-
gest coffee grower, producing 2,164,000 tonnes of beans each year. 

Which country do you think has the most computers per person? The 
Americans and the Japanese seem to dominate the world of technol-
ogy. However, the Canadians are the most likely to own a computer, 
with 94.3 machines per 100 people, and Denmark has the highest 
number of broadband subscribers at 35.9 per 100 people. 

Which country do you think 
owns the most mobile 
phones per person? It is in 
fact the United Arab 
Emirates with 176.5 phones 
for every 100 citizens. 

These facts were taken from
 the Pocket 

World in F igures, a fascinating new book 

recently 
published by 

The Economist magazine.
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Name the world’s most famous newspapers and you might think of 
The Times (UK), The Washington Post (USA), El País (Spain), Le 
Monde (France), Corriere della Sera (Italy) and Pravda (Russia). But 
which country do you think sells the highest number of daily newspa-
pers? It is in fact Iceland with 821 newspapers sold per 1,000 people. 

Which nationality spends the most time eating and drinking every day? 
The French take their food very 
seriously, as do the Spanish and the Italians. But in fact it’s the Turks 
who spend the most time enjoying their meals, with 162 minutes on 
average per day spent eating and drinking.

What about the world’s most popular tourist destination? It isn’t Egypt 
with all those pyramids, or Greece with the beaches and beautiful is-
lands, or even the UK whose 
historical buildings do attract many millions of holiday 
makers every year. In fact, most tourists go to France – nearly 
82,000,000 in 2007 alone.
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12 Bachillerato
12.1 - Pre-Reading
 How much do you know about Brazil? 
 Read the questions and see if you can answer them.

1.- When is Rio de Janeiro going to host the Olympic Games? 

2.- What’s the name of the famous statue in Rio? 

3.- In which month is the Rio Carnival usually held? 

4.- What’s the name of the famous beach in Rio?

5.- Can you name any famous football players from Rio de Janeiro?  

6.- What’s the most popular type of music from Brazil? 

7.- What’s the most popular sport in Brazil?

8.- What language do they mostly speak in Brazil?
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Rio de Janeiro!
A look at Brazil’s city, Rio de Janeiro.

And the winner is... Rio! On 2nd October 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
chose Rio de Janeiro as the host city for 
the 2016 Olympic Games ahead of Chi-
cago, Tokyo and Madrid. But how much do 
you know about the first South American 
city to hold the Games? 

Rio is full of famous places that you’ve probably seen on television 
before. The statue of Christ the Redeemer (“Cristo Redentor”) is the 
symbol of the city and was named one of the New Seven Wonders of 
the World in 2007. 
The 38-metre statue sits 710 metres above the city on top of Corco-
vado Hill. 

Another attraction is Sugarloaf Mountain (“Pão de Açucar”) and its 
amazing cable car. 
The cable car was built in 1912 and was only the third in the world at 
the time. 

Another natural site worth visiting is The 
Tijuca Forest, a large urban forest covering 
3,972 hectares not far from the beach ar-
eas. The forest has a waterfall, a lake, great 
views and hundreds of species of plants 
and wildlife not found elsewhere in the 
world. 

12.2 - Reading
 Read the text once to find the answers.

Rio: Quick Facts Area: 1 , 260 square kilometres. Population: 6,093,472 (city) 
11-13. 5 million (greater metropolitan area). 

Religion: Catholic 60%, Protestant 17%, 13% no religion; 10% others.Climate: Tropical. Average Temperature : 20 - 30. Language : Portuguese. Metro: 2 lines; 32 stations. Twin towns: Barcelona, Madrid, 
Liverpool, Miami, St Petersburg, Lagos.
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Rio is also famous for its Carnival (“Carnaval”). The incredible street 
celebrations take place just before the beginning of the Christian 
festival of Lent (usually in February). The Rio Carnival started in 1723. 
There’s a parade and thousands of street parties in and around the 
city with samba music and dancing.  

One of the centres for Carnival celebration is the world famous Copa-
cabana beach another one of Rio’s famous landmarks. The beach is 
actually divided into two parts, Leme (1 kilometre) and Copacabana 
(3 kilometres). The beach is one of the city’s main meeting places, 
particularly at New Year when over 2 million people gather there to 
celebrate. 

There are many famous Cariocas (people from Rio). Footballers Ron-
aldo, Zico, and Carlos Alberto are only three of the many great soccer 
players from the city. Other famous people include racing driver, 
Nelson Piquet, Tom Jobin (the creator of Bossa Nova music) and 
Paulo Coelho (a famous writer).

The most popular music in Brazil is Samba. Samba is a mixture of 
African music, dance and European musical traditions. It is now re-
garded as an important symbol of Brazilian national identity. 

The Rio Olympics are scheduled to be held 
between 5th and 21st August 2016. The city’s 
slogan for its bid was “Live your passion!” 

Football (soccer) is the most popular sport in 
Brazil, of course, and Rio has five famous clubs, 
including Flamengo, the team with the largest 
number of supporters in the world (according to 
FIFA).
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12.3 - Reading 2
 Read the article again and answer the questions.

1. How tall is the statue of Christ the Redeemer? 

2. When was the cable car built? 

3. How many hectares does Tijuca Forest cover? 

4. When did the Rio Carnival start? 

5. How long is Copacabana beach? 

6. What’s the city’s slogan for the Rio Olympics?
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